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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO AGRE-00 /025 R 


DRAFTED BY OPIC/F BWTREADWELL 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/ OIArMPBOERNER 
EB/IFD/OIA : D V GRANT 
AF/E:R W BAKER (INFO) 

041186 071804Z/72 

R 062326Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 


UNCLAS STATE 089203 


FROM OPIC 


E.O. 11652:N/A 


TAGS: EFIN 


SUBJECT: BAR ZEN OF MINNEAPOLIS NIGER SEED PROJECT 


REF: NAIROBI 05093 


1 . OPIC PLEASED TO LEARN OF PROGRESS BEING MADE BY BARZEN 
TOWARDS A NIGER SEED JOINT VENTURE IN KENYA. OPIC FINANCE 
OFFICER TREADWELL WILL BE AVAILABLE ON APRIL 10TH TO MEET 
WITH NEGASH. 


2. BA RZ EN PROPOSED PARTNER PAUL S. KIHARA UNKNOWN TO OPIC. 
WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENT ON HIS BUSINESS EXPERIENCE, 
STANDING, REPUTATION AND ANYTHING PERTINENT TO EVALUATING 
HIM AS A JOINT VENTURE PARTNER. 


3. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO BA RZ EN JOINT VENTURE CONTINGENT 
UPON BARZEN MEETING OPIC FINANCE CRITERIA WHICH HAS BEEN 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 STATE 089203 


EXPLAINED TO NEGASH AND PRESIDENT JOHN BARZEN ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS. HOWEVER, OPIC NOW UNDER CONGRESSIONAL MANDATE 
TO ASSIST U.S. SMALL BUSINESSES TO MAKE INVESTMENTS IN 
LDC'S AND WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH BARZEN COMPANY TO HELP IT 
MEET OPIC CRITERIA. VANCE 
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